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NEWSLETTER OF FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH – KENYON 

 

 

2023
 

 

 

Countryside and Springtime 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills 
it; let the field exult, and everything in it.   – Psalm 96 
 

I have commuted to work for years, when I served in Lake Elmo and drove from 
Burnsville/Savage and when I worked here before, driving from Northfield. 
 

The earth speaks to us as it springs forth.  The fields shed their snow-covered peaks 
and the ditches become brown for now.  Soon the fields will exult with life and food.  
God is good.   
 

Don’t forget to drink the goodness of creation.    Blessings!  Pastor Julie 
 

 
--- 

Apr. 2 Palm Sunday (procession of Palms)  - 9:00 worship, 
 

Everyone is welcome to share Spring Brunch on Palm Sunday 

and join in the Intergenerational activities after the brunch. 

*Also, EASTER PLANT SLIP due date* 

--- 
Apr 6 Maundy Thursday – 6:30 worship 

--- 
Apr 7 Good Friday – 7:00 worship at Holden 

--- 
Apr 9 Easter – 9:00 Worship “Christ Is Risen” 
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First Ev Lutheran Church Council Minutes —— March 15, 2023 @ 7:45 PM 
 
Welcome and Call to Order: Chris Cordes 
Present: Chris Cordes, Erica Aronson, Tammy Fletcher, Carmen Nesseth, Brad Nesseth, Ross Aldorfer, 
Mason Torgeson, Will VanEpps, Sherry Sathrum, Cora Lee Monroe, Sarah Hildebrandt, Intern Kris Kincaid, 
and Pastor Julie Rogness. 
Devotions: Tammy-we have new birth through the resurrection of Jesus, a living hope! 
Approve Agenda: M/S Cora Lee/Sherry with the addition of Harris Haugen letter, Approved. 
Secretary's Report: M/S Erica/Sherry with removal of Church wide in Kris’ report-Approved. 
Treasurer's Report: YTD we have spent $7,500+ more than offerings received. Checking Balance $1,213.50 
Memorial Balance $141,476.85.  M/S Carm/Sherry, Approved. 
 

Pastor's Report: Worship-preached 3, participated 1, Lent 1. Home visits 3, conversations and phone calls 
9, one nonmember funeral (Fletcher), 2 pre-marital, two 5th graders for 1st Communion, weekly meetings 
with administrative secretary Annette Thunhorst & Intern Kris. Secured accompanist through April. Maundy 
Thursday worship, 6:30 pm, Good Friday service at Holden Church 7:00 pm, Baccalaureate, May 24, 7:30 at 
First. April 17-19 Internship Meeting. 
 

Intern Kris’s Report: Worship-preached 2, assisted 2, Lent 3, posted Ash Wed message on Facebook (no 
church due to snowstorm), Mentor night 3, led Sunday school 1. Pastoral care 3 visits, 1 small group with 3 
people present. Completed & submitted mid-year intern evaluations, finalized internship project, “Connecting 
Through Stories” with intern committee. Social media posts to market Summer Festival, Lent mid-week 
services, and general happenings. Participated in one-time discussion group hosted by Luther Seminary to 
include distance-learning seminary students, bishops, and dean of students of academic affairs. Attended 
spiritual direction group with Luther Seminary on February 24 and Cannon River Pastors conference meeting 
March 9. 
 

Continuing and New Business: 
*Council as Leaders-Reminder of in person or zoom Sunday, March 19 in Albert Lea. 
*Blessing of Committee/Council members will be at worship on March 26. 
*Tech needs update-consideration of specific needs & how to move forward. Tabled to April. 
*Harris Haugen letter requesting use of Fellowship Hall on Sat., Aug. 19, 3-6 pm. will be for a meal following 
the dedication of the KHS Monument. Request approved general consensus.  
*Unclaimed Offering Boxes-35 much discussion on what to do with envelopes not picked up. Treasurer will 
send an email to those members telling them the envelopes are at church and they can pick them up there 
or they may also use Vanco for their offering. The treasurer also informed the council that church members 
need to print their name on their offering envelope, please include the amount given on the line of where they 
want the offering to go. This is very helpful when it comes to recording that member’s offering. 
 

Committee Reports: 
FLCW -Supervised in the kitchen for the high school choir Waffle Feed which went well.  
Sun., March 26 we will be providing soup, 2 desserts and workers for the KAIC Soup Cook-off, Auction.  
Sat., Aug.19, Rose Fest, FLCW has been asked to make/serve sloppy joes or serve the catered food after 
the dedication of the Kenyon School Memorial. All School Reunion Committee has money to cover the cost 
of this event. Looking forward to sponsoring some summer/fall event at First for the ladies of the congregation, 
ideas…let Candy or Cora Lee know. April 15th, WELCA Cannon River Conference Spring Gathering at 
Church of Christ, Welch. Early registration encouraged, forms in Fellowship Hall and on the table by Julie’s 
office. Cost is $12.00. 
Youth Co-Reps-Introductions made to the council, all three serve as confirmation mentors. Will-had  good 
year wrestling, placed 5th at State. Ross-Basketball had a successful season. Will, Mason & Ross are all out 
for baseball. Skiing at Welch, field trip to Cannon Falls for a job Fair. 
Worship/Evangelism- Went over Worship committee guidelines/purpose- to support worship service, pastor 
and intern as well as special music. Evangelism portion- Tanya reviewed the constitution, yet still unclear. 
Tanya shared 2 resources (Joining Jesus on his Mission: How To Be an Everyday Missionary and 
Evangelism: A 40 Day Devotion and Preparation). Interested members will read and discuss Joining Jesus 
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on His Mission. Due to difficulty finding helpers to set up communion there was discussion on how to resolve 
this issue. The decision was to add communion helper set up to the volunteer list that is passed each Sunday. 
Pastor Julie has found worship accompanist through April. No assistance required from our committee at this 
time. Worship committee will look into assisting with special music. Tanya provided idea of a “warm up” act 
prior to service that would include a hymn of the month with a member of congregation teaching/leading a 
new song/hymn and a familiar hymn. Barb reports the tech team can capture this and turn on audio 5 minutes 
prior to service. Tanya volunteered for the month of April. Intern Kris provided input to possibly include a 
children’s song. Will try and make further decisions based on feedback. Next meeting, April 15 @ 5:30 will 
brainstorm community outreach at Farmer’s Market that will occur in First’s parking lot 2 times per month. 
 

Property and Management-Committee did meet in March. Members continue to address snow removal as 
needed. Minor repairs have taken place in the heating/boiler system in the church basement. One other item 
now on the list is to consider the installation of a handrail in at the front of the church to aid access to the altar 
area for those that need it. 
 

Stewardship- 4 members met. Unsure of the direction they need to be going so will read past end of the 
year reports and visit with Jim Fountaine about stewardship. 
 

Youth and Education – Summer trips- Boundary Waters (5 of 6 spots filled), Summer Fest (1 person signed 
up). Fundraising: Wednesday night soup suppers, Mother’s Day Cinnamon Rolls (5/14).  Palm Sunday 4/2: 
Offer intergenerational activities/craft-plant a flower, donut resurrection garden (After FLCW food). Intern Kris 
project- Intergenerational story time on Sunday 4/30. Last day of Sunday School 5/21/2023 Belle Creek Roller 
Rink. Next meeting: Monday, 4/17/23 at 7 pm. 
 

Kenyon Area Intern Committee-Soup Cook-off Fundraiser at Gol church on Sunday, March 26. Thank you to 
FLCW for stepping up to make soups, desserts and supply workers. All members are encouraged to come 
support this Fundraiser. 
 

Long Range Planning/Endowment/Personnel Committee-these committees did not meet. 
 

Next Meeting: April 19, 2023 at 7:45 p.m.  
Devotions: Carmen 
Adjournment: M/S Carmen/Tammy, Approved. 9:15 Adjourned. 
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carmen Nesseth, Secretary 
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EASTER Plant Slips - DUE April 2nd   (Palm Sunday) 

If you would like a plant in Church for Easter in Honor or Memory of a loved one, please purchase your 

own and deliver to the church. Thank you for sharing them. To be listed in the bulletin, please fill out a 

PLANT SLIP – FOUND ON CHURCH ENTRANCE TABLES - leave slip in offering plate or bring to church 

office, or e-mail  your information to church office: firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WELCA Cannon River Conference Spring Gathering 
Will be held at Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, 24036 Co 7 Blvd, Welch on April 15th.  Pastor Kevin Doely, 
Musical Ventriloquist, will be the main speaker.  The conference is from 8:00-12:00.  Cost is $12.00.  
Registration forms are posted in the Fellowship Hall at First and on the table by Julie’s office. Registration is 
requested for planning purposes, you may preregister by email and pay the day of the event.  Phone 
Merilyn Calcutt, at 507-210-1051 or email her at merilyn.calcutt@gmail.com -- We can car pool, Cora Lee 
612-756-4687 or coraleemonroe@gmail.com 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Intergenerational Fun Day: Trivia and Memories 

WHEN: Sunday April 30 
WHO: All ages – Sunday School kids through the Greatest Generation 

WHERE: Fellowship Hall 
TIME: Following Worship, 9:50-10:45 am 

 

The Greatest Generation. Baby Boomer. Generation X. Generation Y (Millennials). Generation Z.  
And the youngest among us - Generation Alpha.  

Any given Sunday at First Lutheran we interact with people from multiple generations.  
 Let’s have some fun getting to know the different generations.  

Following worship, gather in the Fellowship Hall for a lively round of 
Generation Jeopardy and to share some memories from Church and Sunday School. 

How are our memories similar?  
How are they different?   

Come for the treats and fun, stay for the friendships.  
Plus – we will welcome new members.  

This is part of Intern Kris’ Internship Project  
She looks forward to sharing faith and life with you in this way. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mother’s Day Caramel Rolls - YOUTH Fundraiser 

Help support our Youth summer ministries by purchasing homemade take-and-bake caramel rolls.  

Summer ministries include BWCA trip, Summer Fest camp, 2024 ELCA National Youth Gathering,  

and more. Rolls will be prepared by us and frozen. 
  

COST:   6 rolls/ $12 dollars   —   12 rolls/ $20 dollars. 
  

ORDERING: Sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall. Or contact Sarah Hildebrandt -- 

smhildebrandt7@gmail.com Or Intern Kris Kincaid - firstkenyon.kincaid@gmail.com 
  

Please order and pay by Thursday  May 4. (Checks payable to First Lutheran Church Youth). 

Pick up your frozen rolls on Saturday, May 13th (2 to 4 pm) or Sunday, May 14th (before 11am). 

  

This fundraiser is supported by a Thrivent Action Grant. We appreciate your support!  God bless! 
 

mailto:coraleemonroe@gmail.com
mailto:smhildebrandt7@gmail.com
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     1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2     Palm Sunday  
 

9    P.Sun Worship 
10  Brunch & 
      Intergeneration 
      Activities 
 7   AA      
 

3 
 

4 5 
 
 

6  Maundy Thurs 
 

6:30  MThurs 
Worship--5th Gr 
1st communion 
7  AA 

7 Good Fri 

 
 
 
7 Community      
Worship    
@ Holden 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9    Easter 

 
9    Estr Worship 
No Sun School 
7   AA      
  

10 
 
1:30   
Literary           
Guild 

11 12 
 
6  Worship 
6:30  Confirmation 
 

13 
 
1  LOVE DAY 
5:30 Worship/ 
         Evang. 
7   AA 

14 
 
Rehearsal 
& Dinner 

15 

WELCA 
Spring 
Gathering 
@ Welch 
 
4 pm Eggert 
Wedding 
 

 

16 
 
9    Worship 
10  Sun School 
10 Stewardship C. 
10 Internship C. 
7   AA      

17 
 
7  EdYou 
 

18 
 

19 
 
6  Worship 
6:30  Confirmation 
7:30 Church 
        Council 
 
 

20 
 
5:30  Sons of 
         Norway 
7    AA 
 

21 22 
 
9 to Noon 
SKYWARN 
Training, 
J.Braaten 
 
 

23 
 
9    Worship 
10  Sun School 
7   AA      

24 25 26 
 
6  Worship 
6:30  Confirmation 
 
 

27 
 
1  LOVE DAY  
7  AA 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
9    Worship – New 
       Member Sunday 
10  Intergeneration 
      FUN DAY 
7   AA      
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 FOREST STREET, KENYON, MN  55946 

PHONE: 507-789-5261 

E-MAIL:  firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  flckenyon.org 
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