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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Reprint & Podcast/Streaming Under OneLicense.Net #A709489 &  CCLI License #11502929 

 

 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year A 
 

  

 

Ringing of Bell 

PRELUDE  Peaceful Interlude — Ascension Hymn 
  

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     Pastor Christopher Miller 

Stand 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

P: Blessed by the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, with love that lives forever. 

C: Amen.  
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we give thanks for the mercy and forgiveness 

that wrap our true selves in sacred belonging and purpose.  
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
P: For a word at the dawn of creation which spoke water and life into being. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
P: For the great flood that revealed nature’s power and God’s commitment to life after death. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
P: For the river that carried Moses to safety, building a bridge between mothers and nations. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
P: For the rock split open in the desert, spilling water for those thirsting for freedom. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
P: For the One who turned water to wine and met a woman at the well with living water. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
P: For the gift of holy baptism, which declares there are no more godforsaken places, 

and nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus. For Christ is risen! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
HYMN  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus   vs. 1 & 2  ELW 392 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 
 Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 
 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 
 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
 Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 
 Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er, 
 Shall our hearts forget his promise? - “I am with you evermore.” 

ONE IN CHRIST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L:    The Lord be with you.   C:  And also with you. 
 

All: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right   
           hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world   
       may be drawn into  your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

Sit 

A READING FROM: 1 PETER 4:12-14; 5:6-11    

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of 
God, is resting on you. 
 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist 
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of 
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, 
and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
     

WORD OF GOD.  WORD OF LIFE.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Stand 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO: JOHN 17:1-11 
C:   GLORY TO YOU, O LORD. 

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one.” 
 

P:  THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD.    C:  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 

Sit 

SERMON    Pastor Christopher Miller  

Stand 
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HYMN     Son of God, Eternal Savior     vss. 1,2,4 ELW 655 
 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior,  
source of life and truth and grace, 

 Word made flesh, whose birth among us  
hallows all our human race, 

 you our head, who, throned in glory,  
for your own will ever plead: 

 fill us with your love and pity,  
heal our wrong, and help our need. 

 

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others,  
so may we for others live. 

 Freely have your gifts been granted;  
freely may your servants give. 

 Yours the gold and yours the silver,  
yours the wealth of land and sea; 

 we but stewards of your bounty  
held in solemn trust will be. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,  
source of life and truth and grace, 

 Word made flesh, whose birth among us  
hallows all our human race: 

 by your praying, by your willing  
that your people should be one, 

 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:  
here on earth your will be done. 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  
 

SHARING THE PEACE — The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Sit 

GRATITUDE IN ACTION—OFFERING—OFFERTORY —GLOBE OFFERING 
Children are invited to bring forward an offering to the globe in the front of the church. Globe offerings 

will go to one of our global mission partners to be decided by our youth. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Generous God, 
C: in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER—WORDS OF INSTITUTION—LORD’S PRAYER 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:     Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

 

DISTRIBUTION & HYMN As the Grains of Wheat     ELW 465 

              REFRAIN As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill  
   were gathered into one to become our bread;  

so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
      be gathered into one in you. 

 

     1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
     may we share the presence of your love.  REFRAIN 

 

    2    Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come  
          when all creation shares this feast with you.  REFRAIN 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING   

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P: The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you 
by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen. 
 

Stand 

HYMN  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  vss. 1,3,4 ELW 551 
   

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve;  
we go in Jesus' name 

 to bring glad tidings to the poor,  
God's favor to proclaim. 

 

3 We go to be the hands of Christ,  
to scatter joy like seed 

 and, all our days, to cherish life,  
to do the loving deed. 

 

4 Then let us go to serve in peace,  
the gospel to proclaim. 

 God's Spirit has empowered us;  
we go in Jesus' name. 
 

Ringing of Bell 
 
DISMISSAL  

L:    Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.       
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE     We Are All One in Christ 
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PARTICIPANTS    
PRESIDING MINISTER—Christopher Miller   WORSHIP ASST—Carmen Nesseth      KEYBOARD/PIANO—Annette Thunhorst 
GREETERS—Jan Ashland & Ruby Hagberg  COMMUNION SERVERS—Sandy Doehling, Sharon Homeier 
COFFEE SERVERS:  Candy & Don Herrlich   TECH CREW—Heidi Haugen, Barb Groth, Steve Johnson, Dan Rogness   
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
USED WITH PERMISSION / WORSHIP TEXTS: from sundaysandseasons.com under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB143702.  
PUBLIC DOMAIN:  Alleluia Sing to Jesus, Son of God Eternal Savior,  
Podcast/Streaming Under OneLicense.Net #A709489 

As the Grains of Wheat, ELW #465, , Marty Haugen, Text &Tune: © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. OL/SKU #00828 
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW 551, Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published 
by OCP Publications OL/SKU #202657 
 

 CONNECTIONS   
WEBSITE: flckenyon.org   FACEBOOK: First Evangelical Lutheran Kenyon MN   
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@flckenyon 
Pastor E-Mail: firstpastorkenyon@gmail.com   Pastor Phone: 952-994-1201    
Church E-Mail: firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com   Church Office Phone: 789-5261 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER   

Sid Strandemo, Lila Cole, Helen Aase, Jennifer Lerfald, Joy Estrem, Carolyn Walker, David Cordes, Renee (Spidahl) 
Carmichael, Lavon Underdahl, the family of Vivian Samlaska. 
 
 

………………………………………………CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS…………………………………………………… 

SUN/MAY 21 9 AM  WORSHIP-In person & Live-Streamed 
  11-2  Last Day of Sun School @ Belle Creek Roller Rink 
  7 AM  AA 
WED/MAY 24 6 PM  WORSHIP 
THU/MAY 25 1 PM  LOVE DAY 
  7 PM  AA 
Sun/May 28 9 am  Day of Pentecost  WORSHIP-In person & Live-Streamed 

  7 AM  AA 
 

 
CARD SHOWER for Kevin Estrem and Debbie Swanson Estrem who were married at First Lutheran on June 5th in 1973.  This 
year is their 50th anniversary but they won't be able to celebrate since Debbie has MS and isn't able to get around.  Her relatives 
would like to honor them with a card sending event.  It is a surprise for them, so if you know them, try to send your card so they will 
receive it close to June 5th.  Their address is: Kevin and Debbie Estrem, 5613 Brennan Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80923 
 

PIZZA GARDEN - Donations Requested 

Outdoor worship will include planting and tending a pizza garden this summer. We will plant the garden Wednesday June 7, tend it 

over the summer, and make pizza with toppings from the garden on August 2. At this time we seek $60 in donations for the plants 

and potting soil for the pizza garden. If you are interested in donating any of this amount, please indicate Pizza Garden with your 

donation. Questions? Check with Heidi Haugen or Intern Kris.  

HONORING VIVIAN - Jars on the Narthex counter honor Vivian Alice Samlaska, 8/12/2019 – 5/8/2023.  Wear a Bracelet in her 

honor — Youth & Adult sizes available.  Freewill donations greatly appreciated.  All proceeds go to the Samlaska Family.  
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