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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Reprint & Podcast/Streaming Under OneLicense.Net #A709489 & CCLI License #11502929 

Sunday, July 23, 2023 
After Pentecost, Year A – Lect. 16 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ringing of Bell 
 

PRELUDE    
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH:    Holy Spirit Living Breath of God   
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP: PSALM 86-11-17 

L: Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
   give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
C: I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
   and glorify your name forevermore.  
L: For great is your love toward me; 
   you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
C: The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people  

seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes. 
L: But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
   slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
C: Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant,  

and save the child of your handmaid. 
L: Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me  

may see it and be put to shame; 
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  

 
HYMN:  O Holy Spirit, Enter In        No. 786 

1    O Holy Spirit, enter in, and in our hearts your work begin, 
    and make our hearts your dwelling. Sun of the soul, O Light divine,  
      around and in us brightly shine, your strength in us upwelling. In your radiance, 
    life from heaven now is given overflowing, gift of gifts beyond all knowing. 
 

2    Left to ourselves, we surely stray; oh, lead us on the narrow way, 
    with wisest counsel guide us; and give us steadfastness, that we  
      may follow you forever free, no matter who derides us. Gently heal those 
    hearts now broken; give some token you are near us, whom we trust to light and cheer us. 
 

3    O mighty Rock, O Source of life, let your good Word in doubt and strife 
    be in us strongly burning, that we be faithful unto death 
    and live in love and holy faith, from you true wisdom learning. Lord, your mercy 
    on us shower; by your power Christ confessing, we will cherish all your blessing. 

 

The Wheat & The Weeds 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  We pray together 

L:  The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S WORD 
 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 44:6-8  The word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? 
 There is no other rock; I know not one. 

    

WORD OF GOD.  WORD OF LIFE.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43  Good & evil co-exist in the world 
C:  GLORY TO YOU, O LORD. 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he 
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them 
grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain 
to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 
of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 
children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, 
and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes 
of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
 

P:  THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD.  C:  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
 

SERMON Pastor Julie Rogness 
 

HYMN      Be Thou My Vision       No. 793 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
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3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO  PRAYER – PRAYERS  
 

SHARING OF PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

GRATITUDE IN ACTION—OFFERING—OFFERTORY—GLOBE OFFERING 
Children are invited to bring forward an offering to the globe in the front of the church. Globe 
offerings go to one of our global mission partners. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
C: you are the giver of all good things.  

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,  
and multiply your graciousness in us,  
that the world may be fed with your love,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.   

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together  with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  

 In the name of + Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. 

 Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION – LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION – The gifts of God for the people of God. Let us keep the feast. 
 

DISTRIBUTION & HYMN       Praise and Thanksgiving                    No. 689  

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer  
for all things living, you have made good: 

            harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,  
      hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

 

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,  
that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

        Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,  
         harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 

3 Father, providing food for your children,  
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 

       one with another, so that, rejoicing with us,  
            all others may know your care. 
 

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,  
freely confessing your gracious hand. 

       Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;  
            your love sustaining showers the land. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

     C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION P: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

  + bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

   C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: Love Divine All Loves Excelling  vss. 1,2,4  No. 631     

  1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

   2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

   4 Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 

Ringing of Bell 
 

DISMISSAL         P:   Go in peace. Share the harvest.        
            C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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PARTICIPANTS    
PASTOR—Julie  Rogness     INTERN—Kris Hertsgaard Kincaid       W.ASST—Carmen Nesseth     
ORGAN—Tammy Hanson       COMMUNION SET-UP—Linda Cordes   GREETERS—Donna Berge &  
Sandy Doehling   COMMUNION SERVERS—Candy Herrlich & Sandy Doehling   COFFEE SERVERS—
Sharon & Paul Rechtzigel   TECH CREW— Heidi Haugen, Barb Groth, Steve Johnson, Holly Aldorfer.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
USED WITH PERMISSION / WORSHIP TEXTS: from sundaysandseasons.com under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SB143702.  
PUBLIC DOMAIN HYMNS: O Holy Spirit Enter In - Be thou My Vision - Love Divine All Loves Excelling    
REPRINT & PODCAST/STREAMING UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A709489  All rights reserved - used with permission 
Praise & Thanksgiving ELW 689 Text/Albert F.Bayly, alt. © Oxford University Press; Music-Gaelic 
Tune/Hymnal Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  OL/SKU #13262                                                                       
REPRINT & PODCAST/STREAMING UNDER CCLI License #11502929 All rights reserved – used with permission. 
Holy Spirit Living Breath of God, Keith Getty & Stuart Townend, © 2006 Thankyou Music (admin. Worldwide @ 
EMICMGPublishing.com. CCLI Song #4779872 
 

CONNECTIONS   
WEBSITE: flckenyon.org   FACEBOOK: First Evangelical Lutheran Kenyon MN   
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@flckenyon 
Pastor Julie/E-Mail & Phone: firstpastorkenyon@gmail.com   952-994-1201 
Intern Pastor/Kris E-Mail & Phone:  firstkenyon.kincaid@gmail.com   507-330-1824 
Church Ofs/E-Mail & Phone: firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com   507-789-5261 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER   
Sid Strandemo, Lila Cole, Helen Aase, Jennifer Lerfald, Joy Estrem, Carolyn Walker,  Renee (Spidahl) 
Carmichael, Lavon Underdahl, Him Fountaine, Family of David Hjermstad. 
 
 

CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUN/JUL 23 9 AM  Worship-In person & live-streamed 

  7 PM  AA 
WED/JUL 26 6 PM  OUTDOOR WORSHIP – BYO Chair 

THU/JUL 27 1 PM  LOVE DAY 

SUN/JUL 30 9 AM  Worship-In person & live-streamed – BWCA Camper Send-Off 
 

 

 

 

Ushers Needed…We are asking folks to step up and assist with weekly ushering, now and into the 

future. We need numerous willing souls so that ushering duties can be shared.  If you are willing to 

assist in this effort, please contact the church office at: firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com or sign your 

name on the USHER CLIPBOARD found on entrance tables. 
 

Benefit for 3 Yr Old Oliver Quamme-Sapp will be held on Wednesday July 26 at Vang Lutheran 

Church.  Benefit Blood Drive from 12 to 5 PM. Go to  https://www.redcrossblood.org to sign up on 

line, or call the Vang church office at 507-645-6042.  Benefit Auction 6 PM run by Matt Maring.  Food 

& Refreshments will be served. For more information, see posters displayed at church. 

 
 
 

mailto:firstpastorkenyon@gmail.com
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https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
309 Forest St., Kenyon, MN  55946 
 

 
Worship Bulletin 

July 23, 2023 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST LECT16 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Amid sin and evil in the world, 
we humbly place our HOPE 

In the promises of GOD 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
 


