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NEWSLETTER OF FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH – KENYON 

                                           

 

Meet Interim Pastor Kris Ferkin 

 
 

The Rev. Kris D. H. Ferkin was born and raised outside of Bozeman, MT.  His father was a Junior High Math 
teacher for 30 years, helped with the math programs at Montana State University, was the state representative 
for the educational division of World Book and enjoys volunteering these days with Meals on Wheels. His 
mother was an elementary school teacher and worked at Montana State University as an events coordinator 
until her retirement and enjoys volunteering with her husband with Meals on Wheels.  His brother is the VP 
for Frontier Communications.  His father’s father’s family hails from MA since the late 1600’s, where his 4th 
generation great-grandfather was a pastor in Stockbridge, MA.  The other side of his family hails from 
Ferkinstad Norway on the Isle of Karmoy.  
            He has 30 years of experience in management, gained in the service of congregations, charitable 
organizations and the business world. 
            He is currently serving as an Interim Pastor in the SEMN Synod.  Prior to coming to Minnesota he 
served as the Sr. Pastor of a 5000 member congregation as well as several multipoint rural ministry sites in 
Minnesota and South Dakota.  He has served as a Transitional/Interim Pastor in the New England Synod, 
where he also served on the Synod Stewardship Committee and the New England Stewardship Council. He 
has served as the VP for Advancement/Church Relations for Lutheran Social Services of New England 
(LSSNE) and Executive Director of the LSSNE Foundation, along with being the Director of Planned Giving 
and Major Gifts of LSSNE. 
            He has many years of Parish Pastor experience in a variety of settings ranging from a 5-point parish 
to a large 5,000 member program congregation.  He served 8 years with A Christian Ministry in the National 
Parks in a variety of progressive positions from recruiting staff, orientation leader, park ministry director, and 
administrative coordinator.  He worked in the food service industry for 14 years in a variety of progressive 
positions from food production to food service management.  Some of his employers included Marriott, Hyatt, 
Hilton, Radisson, Private Clubs in NYC and his own catering company. 
            Pr. Kris is currently serving on the Synod Council, Good Village Endowment Team, Lutheran Campus 
Ministry and in his spare time is the Assistant Golf Coach for PEM High School and is a Ski Instructor at 
Coffee Mill Ski Resort in the winter.  
            He is married to Krista L Henning-Ferkin, who is the Sr. Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Plainview, MN.   He has a son, Luke 18 and daughter, Rachel 23. He is an avid golfer, hiker, biker, skier 
and loves to cook. He currently resides in Plainview, MN.      [Pastor Kris] 

               

As I journey onward, I give thanks for those I have lived, worshipped and 
shared life with here at First for these past six years – and the many people, 
places, and communities whose fellowship has enriched, encouraged and 
taught me so much.  I know that God goes with me. 
I ask forgiveness for where I have failed in thought, word and deed; where I 
have let others down, lacked wisdom and understanding and have cared too    
much about my own interests and concerns. 
Beginning my full retirement in Northfield, I plan to enjoy time with my 

husband, Dan, traveling, visiting family, entertaining guests, making new friends and - knitting, walking, 
snowshoeing, hiking, biking, collecting rocks and more.  Thank you for the ways you will welcome Interim 
Pastor Kris Ferkin and Intern Brittany. You are a strong faithful congregation with good leadership.  God be 
with you in all your ministry and life here.   

With Love and Gratitude, Pastor Julie Rogness 

2023 
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Introducing Kenyon Area Intern – Brittany Mailleue 
My name is Brittany Mailleue. I am a student at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. I am married 
to Sam, an ordained ELCA pastor serving First Lutheran in Le Sueur. I am also a mother to two bright and 
active boys, Malcolm (9) and Ian (7). We moved from North Carolina to Minnesota in September 2022 and 
have loved Minnesota! I am originally from North Carolina (so you will hear an accent now and then), but I 
have also lived in Pennsylvania. I love enjoying nature with my family and playing board games in my free 
time. I look forward to getting to know y’all this upcoming year! 
 

What is My Favorite… Bible Verse?  Luke 1:46-55 The Magnificat .    Book in the Bible? Luke. Hymn? Let 
Streams of Living Justice, There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, Canticle of the Turning, and Earth and All 
Stars. Place to vacation? Top Sail Island or Mountains. Ice cream flavor?   Chocolate  - you can’t go wrong 
with a classic!     Musical group? Brandi Carlile, Death Cab for Cutie, Keane, Fleetwood Mac, Neko Case, 
Mumford and Sons, and so many more. I really enjoy music.  Sport? Hockey and Tennis. Animal? Owls and 
Cats.  Dinner? A really messy burger. Season? Autumn.  Present you received as a child? My blanket, 
aka big blanky—I was super creative. What is your hometown? Lincolnton, North Carolina. Food you 
avoid/hate? Fish.  Are you a morning person or night owl? I used to be a night owl until having children. 
Now, I lean more toward being a morning person. Hardest class you took in college? Biblical Hebrew.  
Favorite Class at Seminary? Church History. 

 

                     Peace, Brittany Mailleue, Kenyon Area Intern 2023-2024  
 

 
 

FLCW News 
It is with very heavy hearts that we share with you the decision to suspend our Sole Hope Shoe 
cutting project.  We have made many shoe parts which have helped to save many children’s 
health and lives, but it has now become impossible to support this project because of the 
increased cost to provide the shoes.   
 

Sole Hope is asking that we send $35.00 per pair.  We have had so many dedicated volunteers for this project 
and we are so grateful for the wonderful blessing they have been to the children of Uganda. Maybe prayers 
and continued thoughts for other sponsorship will evolve so we can once again become a part of this 
worthwhile project.  Thank you again - to all who cut, traced, provided denim, prayed, donated money at 
raffles, coffee time and shared our joy in helping others.           Candy & Cora Lee 
 

 
 

From your Church Council… 

  Thank you, members of First Lutheran for all your giving, especially those volunteers    
   who serve on committees, as worship assistants, greeters, hosting coffee time, set up      

 and serve communion, special music, bell ringers, ushers, assist with Sunday school,   
  help serve a meal for a funeral or church function, altar care, pushing snow, mowing,    
  trimming and watering.  

 

   Following Covid we have now had in-building worship for over two years and your 
presence is welcomed, appreciated, and needed more than ever.  

 

We are asking members of First Evangelical Lutheran to prayerfully consider serving in some capacity 
within the church. We currently need members to step into the following positions: FLCW President or Co-
Presidents, Two Stewardship Committee Members, Sunday school Superintendent, and Youth Director (paid 
position). If you are interested, please reach out to the church council or FLCW for a committee responsibility 
description. Perhaps you and a friend can share a position. Yes, even the snowbirds can help in the months 
that you are back in the area.  
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First Ev Lutheran Church Council Minutes  —  August 16, 2023 @ 6:30 PM 

 
Welcome and Call to Order: President Chris 
Present: Chris Cordes, Erica Aronson, Tammy Fletcher, Carm and Brad Nesseth, Tanya Short, Cora Lee 
Monroe, Candy Herrlich, Sarah Hildebrandt, Mason Torgeson, Will Van Epps, Ross Aldorfer, Pr Julie 
Rogness, Intern Kris Kincaid 
Devotions: Pastor Julie-song by Peter Mayer, “Everything Is Holy Now”. We are God’s holy people. Look for 
the good in everything and everyone around us. 
Approve Agenda: M/S Carm/Erica, Approved. 
Secretary's Report: Thank you’s from Habitat for Humanity, All Season’s Community Services. Approve the 
minutes, M/S Cora Lee/Tammy, Approved. 
Treasurer's Report:  Checking Bal $9,293.04 Memorial Checking Balance $525. M/S Tanya/Brad to approve 
the treasurers report, Approved. 
 

Pastor's Report: Meetings with Annette and Kris to plan worship. One on one meetings with people. Meeting 
with 2023/24 Intern Brittany. House blessing. Relationship blessing. Vivian Flower Float. Coffee time sharing 
of Switzerland trip. Upcoming: Dedication of KW Monument, Rose Fest, Ending Worship with blessing of 
congregation on August 27. It has been an honor and privilege serving as your pastor. I truly appreciate you 
all!  
 

Intern Kris’s Report: Ongoing pastoral care, phone and visits - (7), Administrative - staff meeting, Leadership 
- Pizza Garden Summer Series, Text study, Preaching (2 Sun, 1 Wed), Community Building - Book Read, 
blessing of the Fire Pit at the 9-12 Campfire & S’mores, Charlotte’s Web movie night, Wellness – 2 weeks’ 
vacation. In the final two weeks I will preach one Sunday and Wednesday, call on my pastoral care people, 
and do other ministries as they arise. It’s been an awesome year! My ordination is set for Sunday, November 
19 at First Evangelical Lutheran with the time TBD (afternoon). Thank you to First for the opportunity to serve 
as your intern this past year.  
 

From the Council:  A sincere thank you to Pr Julie & Kris for their ministry & leadership at FELC. 
 

Continuing and New Business: 
1. Call Committee-compiling a list and will move forward as directed by Interim Pastor Ferkin. 
2. Campus Ministry-seeking student/contact info going to Winona in the Fall. Carmen replied. 
3. Ruby’s Pantry Distribution-Kenyon, Hauge church is seeking workers to assist with distribution of goods 

one time a month from First and other area churches. This is a great outreach opportunity. We will have 
more information on this forthcoming. 

4. Carol Lozon - letter of resignation as choir director was received & accepted. Thank you, Carol for your 
service! 

5. FELC received an email requesting a Community Garden at First. Chris will contact the person and refer 
them to Heidi Haugen, City of Kenyon Community Garden Coordinator. 

6. Area Intern Discussion-Liturgy and Preaching schedule along with Ministry Focus Sheet for 2023/2024. 
There was a question regarding area of focus-doesn’t this ever rotate each year? 

7. Pastor and Intern Departing preparations and last Sunday Coffee. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Youth Co-Reps -Mason, Will and Ross all busy with fall football. First home game Sept. 1. They are involved 
in choir and band. Will is also playing in a fall baseball cub. School starts Sept. 5. 
 

FLCW -Serving a meal following the KHS Monument dedication on 8/19. World Day of Prayer at St Michael’s 
on 8-25. After years of supporting the Sole Hope Project we no longer will be cutting shoe patterns and 
sending them overseas. The cost has gone from $10 to $35 to include with each shoe cut out.  September 
30 is the Southeast MN Synodical Women’s Organization Convention at First Lutheran Church in Red 
Wing. November we’ll be making Lefse. We are in desperate need of ladies to fill positions on the FLCW 
Board otherwise there will NOT be a FLCW. Please prayerfully consider a leadership position. 
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Worship/Evangelism – Committee has questions regarding transition to Interim Pastor Kris Ferkin:  How can 
we support him best?  How do we invite him to committee meetings?  How do we schedule/ provide blessings 
for Sunday school teachers and students as they return to school? Summer craft for Farmer’s Market on 
Thursday, August 17.  Prayer dice- Tanya will find a template and a word list to use.  Tanya and Amy will be 
available to volunteer. Others welcome. Committee will assist with beverage for Pastor Julie and Intern Kris’s 
last Sunday, August 27. Interim Pastor Ferkin starts September 1.  Rally Sunday-September 10. Outreach 
activities discussed noting need to allow transition to Interim Pastor.  Book discussion at Lacey’s, Sunday, 
August 13 at 4 PM. Intergenerational activity with EDYOU in November following church service, to include 
light lunch and games and a giving thanks theme. Looking into an activity involving Granger Smith and his 
book “Like a River” which deals with grief/ loss of child and his transition from country music to seminary and 
his journey in finding Christ as his savior. 
 

Property and Management - Committee members have been busy getting the church property ready for the 
upcoming Rose Fest activities. Plans began to design, have built and install a handrail to better access steps 
to the altar in front of the church. In the process of building a new table for the tech team in the balcony and 
continue to work toward new carpeting in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Youth and Education – will meet Monday, August 21. Had a NYG meeting with area youth at Vang. Pool party 
well attended in July. Bonfire with the senior high youth. Sarah is resigning as Youth Director, effective 
October 1. 
 

Endowment-met via email, approved Ben Short application for Fire Pit material with the amount coming out 
of the Capital Improvement fund. Next meeting is in October.  
 

Stewardship - Did not meet. 
KAIC/Long Range Planning/-Personnel Committee - Did not meet. 
 
Next Meeting: September 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m.  
Devotions: Cora Lee 
Adjournment: M/S Carm/Erica to adjourn, Approved   Time: 8:15 pm 
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, Carmen Nesseth, Secretary 

               
 

 
JOIN with area churches for the Second Annual Community Rally Day! Outdoor 
Worship begins at 10:30 am with Bishop Hassanally providing the message. After 
worship, gather for food, fellowship and service projects that support local and 
global ministries, knowing that every act of service, in every daily calling, in every 
corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  
 

Donations are currently being collected and can be dropped off at Holden 
Lutheran Church or brought to the event.  
 

.ITEMS REQUESTED 
......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE FOR K-W SCHOOLS: plastic folders, single subject 
notebooks, pencils, soft-sided (fabric) zipper pouch, 24-pack colored pencils, 24 
pack crayons, Elmer’s glue-bottles, Elmer’s glue-sticks, dry-erase markers, 
earbuds/headphones, Kleenex, Clorox wipes, blue or black pens, 1” binders, loose 
leaf paper, yellow highlighters, hand sanitizer, pencil-top erasers, pink pearl 
erasers.  
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS FOR LWR: lightweight bath-sized towels, bath soap 
bars-boxed, single-pack toothbrushes, sturdy combs, metal nail clippers  
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

*Rain Location: Holden Church. 

‘God’s Work 

Our Hands’ 

Community 

Worship 

~~~ 

10:30 A.M. 

Sept. 17, 2023 

Holden Park 

 

* Car Pool 

Recommended 
 

*BYO Lawn Chair 
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Time After 
Pentecost 

     1 2 

3 
 

9   Worship 
w/Pr.Kris Ferkin 
 

10  Coffee   
 

7   AA 
 

4 
 
  

5 6 
 

6  Wed Worship 
 
  
      

7 
 

4-7  Farmer’s 
        Market 
  

7    AA 
 
 

8 9 

10 
 

9   Worship 
W/CRADLE ROLL 
 

10  Coffee 
& SUN.SCHOOL 
BEGINNING  
 

7   AA 
 

11 
 
1:30   
Literary 
Guild 

12 13 
 

6  Wed Worship 
 
  
 

14 
 

1   Love Day 
 

7   AA 

15 16 

17 
NO Worsh @ 1st 
NO Sun.School 
 
 

10:30  Worsh 
@ Holden 
Park 
 

7   AA 

18 19 20 
 

6   Wed Worship 
6:30  Council 
 

21 
 

4-7  Farmer’s 
        Market 
 

5:30-9:00  Sons   
           of Norway 
 

7   AA 

22 23 

24 
 

9   Worship 
 

10 Coffee & 
SUN. SCHOOL 
   

7   AA 
 

25 26 27 
 

6  Wed Worship 
 
  
  
 

28 
 

1   Love Day 
 

7   AA 

29 30 
SEMN Synod 
Women’s 
Convention 
@ Red Wing 
 

  

 

 

Hegre Lutheran  Church - 51939 Hwy 56 Blvd, Kenyon, MN 55946               
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Annual Swedish Meatball Supper - Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

M E N U:    Swedish Meatballs, Ham, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
                    Corn, Coleslaw, Dinner Roll & Apple Dessert 
 

TAKE OUT & CURBSIDE PICKUP ONLY  

4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

Meals --- Adult Sized—$15.00 
 

Call ahead or text orders by Fri, Sept 15 to Beth Helgeson  (507) 330-4996 
Drive up available ‘til food Is gone -- Stay in line ‘til reaching Cashier at the side of the church 

2023 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 

Worship, Food, Service Projects 

@ Holden Park  
See pg. 4 for project donations 
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 FOREST STREET, KENYON, MN  55946 

PHONE: 507-789-5261 

E-MAIL:  firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  flckenyon.org 
 

 

S e p t e m b e r  
N e w s l e t t e r 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

     

Hello 

September 

please be amazing 

 

mailto:firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com

