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NEWSLETTER OF FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH – KENYON, MN 

 
 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

   Advent is upon us. The event we celebrate each year has had profound effect upon 

generations of people. One of my earliest memories of church is being a sheep in the 
Christmas pageant, then progressing up to being one of the wisemen. I was never material to 
be Joseph, couldn’t remember the lines. Church has been a part of my life and has been my 

life for all of my life. I just can’t seem to get away from church, the place brings meaning to 
me, it has shaped me and continues to shape me. Church is that place where I have heard the 
stories of a God who has loved God’s creation from the beginning, from the very first day 

when God said it was good, this includes us. We were created from a place of goodness and 
love. 
   Our purpose was to be the stewards of creation, to care for what God has created, 

including each other, but this has turned out to be a bit of a messy endeavor for us, as we also 
want our own slice of the heavenly pie. We were, after all, created in the image of God, so we 
carry with us the creative and the destructive power of the God of all creation. The desire to 

want more to satisfy ourselves and not our neighbor, is where things go a little off the rails. 
So, here we are, out of the garden, off the rails, doing our own things, all of which is not what 
God had in mind in the early days of creation. 

 We seem to have the capacity to really want to control things, even to the point of 
trying to cheat death itself. Well, that is not going to happen. In this process, we have just 
continued to make a mess of things. God, being God, knew this was going to happen and 

decided to help us out by coming in the flesh, the Incarnation, into the melee, into the fray, 
taking a different approach, trying to help us see a different way beyond ourselves and desires. 
No lightning bolts, just a star; no mansions, just a barn; in the middle of the night with 

minimal fanfare; from a couple of angels and three shepherds. 
   The very first Christmas was the start of God’s plan to bring the light of God’s love 
to a world that was growing darker and darker. Christmas is a time to celebrate God's great 

gift to us – through the guidance of the brightest light of all, Jesus Christ, our Savior, the 
Messiah, the Light of the World. Jesus is the light we all need in our lives. With Jesus, we know that 
whatever darkness we encounter, we have been given the Messiah, the Light of the World, who 

dwells among us. We still long for and look forward to the day when Christ will come again, fulfilling 
God's promise of justice and peace. But we also know that our Lord comes to us each day through 
the Scriptures, the waters of our Baptism, the bread and wine of Communion and in the community 

of faith. In all of these ways and more, we experience the Light of Christ in the world. May the Light 
of Christ shine through your lives as you prepare for Christ’s coming this Advent. Let us pray: 

   Stir up your power, O Lord Jesus, and come. Take away the hindrance that the darkness our 
sins have cloaked us with, and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive 
your light and joy, and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. Remind us of the verse, “O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth and 
praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth.” Amen.     
 

From my Family to yours -  May God’s Blessings be unto you and your family               

   this Advent Season.  And a Very Merry Christmas!  In the Light of Christ, 

                     Pastor Kris D. H. Ferkin and Family 

2023 
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Intern Brittany 

Heading into Advent as the intern, I have begun preparing for my internship 
project. During this latest round of serving each congregation, I have spoken 
to each of the congregations about my project and asked for names of those 
who are interested in creating a piece of art for one of the stations of the cross 
for a community service taking place before the community Good Friday 
service at Holden Lutheran. 
     For a recap of the project: There are eight stations for the service I am using. 

I will be providing one of the stations, which leaves a station for each of the churches in the 
cluster. The idea is to do a service where we walk through the stations and have a visual creation 
for each station (my interpretation of art is very wide…bring those talents, whatever they may 
be). 
      This project will take a lot of planning to pull off, so I am trying to get a good head start.  
         If you are interested in being a part of this community project, please email me at  

             intern.kaic@gmail.com, call or text me at (570) 601-7131. 

I will draw for each church’s station on Zoom later in December, and I want to include all those 
interested in helping out.    Peace, Intern Brittany Milleue 

 

 

       
 

Christmas Decorating  “It takes a Village” Your Help is Needed.  And the present need is the 
Sanctuary of First Lutheran Church.  We invite anyone to come to decorate the sanctuary with 

trees, lights, ornaments, fabric, nativity scenes, wreaths, garland, and colorful blue 
fabric.  We will start on Thursday, Nov. 30th at 2 PM and finish on Friday, Dec 1st if needed. 
Come when you can  to be a part of the village that helps to prepare all who enter for the 

coming of Christ.  
 

Christmas Plants....will be welcome to decorate our Sanctuary – we only have room for 15 
plants.  If interested in placing a plant – please use the sign up sheet found on the entry table 
at the front of the church. Plants may be brought at any time in December, and should be 

taken home on Christmas Eve. 
 

FLCW Board Meeting – We will meet Sunday, Dec. 3rd after coffee to come up with a plan 
for 2024 and distribution of funds.  Please come with ideas of changes that need to be made, 
suggestions and solutions. 
 

Love Day will meet on Dec. 14th.  Please feel free to take a bag of squares home to sew 
together for a Lutheran World Relief quilt. They are in a basket in the NE corner of the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

- * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * -  

Saturday, December 9 –  Christmas in Kenyon  

6:30 - 8:30 PM  MOVIE NITE AT FIRST LUTHERAN 
- * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * - * -  

 
 

mailto:intern.kaic@gmail.com
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FIRST EV LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES  NOVEMBER 15, 2023 @ 8:00 PM 
 

Present: Chris Cordes, Erica Aronson, Carmen Nesseth, Tammy Fletcher, Cora Lee Monroe, Candy 
Herrlich, Tanya Short, Bryana Lothert, Brad Nesseth, Interim Pastor Kris Ferkin, and Intern Brittany Mailleue 
Welcome and Call to Order: President Chris 
Devotions: Tanya, Psalm 23:5: God provides for us in the good and bad times. We need to come before 
God with thanksgiving and praise. 
Approve Agenda: Motion to amend the motion to approve the agenda in order to add Church Pictorial 
Directory, Tammy/Cora Lee/passed.  
Secretary's Report: Email meeting with Executive and Personal Committee to remove Sarah Hildebrandt & 
Sarah Van Epps from the Youth Account in order to add Bryana Lothert to the account. This will be placed 
on file. Minutes approved as printed, Erica/Cora Lee/passed. 
Treasurer's Report: Our expenses exceed our income. $23,000 has been taken out of Budget Reserve 
and not paid back so far this year. 43% of giving our units gave 8% of total, 32% of giving units gave 77% 
and 8% of giving units gave 40% of total. This is not a sustainable trend. Checking Bal $12,305.49. 
Memorial Checking Balance $525. Motion to approve the treasurers report, Cora Lee/Carmen/passed. 
 

Youth Rep Report: not present, Mason, Ross, and Will are returning from their band/choir trip to Duluth.  
  

Pastor's Report: 5 Sunday worship (5x51=255), 4 Wednesday worship, 1 Funeral (1x51=51), 3 counsel-
ing/Bereavement, 3 Assisted Living Calls, 3 funeral Consultations, 5 Children’s message, 4 confirmation 
classes. Meetings: 3 Staff Secretary, 3 Text study, 1 Council, 1 Transition, 1 Worship/Evangelism, 1 KAIC, 
1 Lutheran Campus Ministry, 1 Interim Ministry Colleague. Celebrated Rite of Confirmation/Affirmation of 
Baptism for 9th grade class and Reformation Sunday where Martin Luther showed up for the message. 
Getting to know those on our prayer and visitation list. Met with the 3 families of members who passed away 
for Celebration of Life service preparations. 7th and 8th grade confirmation class has started. We have 
started the process with Transition Team who will help craft various parts of the Ministry Site Profile.  Motion 
to pay Pastor Kris October total mileage=306, Erica/Candy/passed. 
  

Continuing and New Business: 
Transition team Update-has met two times. Survey Monkey will be emailed to members (hard copy will be 
available), team will be meeting with members of the congregation in small groups to gather information for 
the Ministry Site Profile. Harris Haugen is chairman, Jackie Mortensen-secretary. Tammy Fletcher to report 
to council. New member is Steve Johnson. 
Missionary Support-from 3 to 2, table this discussion until more information can be presented. 
Tech Issues: Chris will check into a camera stabilizer for balcony. Heidi Haugen working to securing info on 
who, when and where for Web master-live stream set up/Church Web page. Jim Braaten is resigning from 
this position at the end of the year 2023.  
Non-member use of the church for a wedding: Sunday, August 4 in the afternoon. Council approved by 
general consensus. Fee information updated and will be placed on file. 
Christmas in Kenyon Movie Night: Saturday, Dec. 9 at First from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
Church Directory: It has been brought to our attention that an updated pictorial directory needs to be done, 
last one was in 2016, photos taken in 2015. Agreed that we should wait until we have a new pastor in place. 
  

Committee Reports: emailed out ahead for members to view. 
FLCW-At the October 22 meeting determined that the various committee tasks be better served as one 
FLCW board “Action Committee” and then various tasks can be managed by a project manager(s). *Still 
looking for a President or Co-President for 2024. Helped plan and serve 2 funerals, Helen Aase and Marcy 
Kvittem. Made Lefse on November 10, 11, 13. Thrivent Action Funds were used to help with the expenses. 
FLCW Ladies helped with the November 12 Thankoffering service. Helping serve a meal for Kris Kincaid’s 
ordination 3 PM on Sunday, Nov. 19. Serving Sid Strandemo’s funeral on Dec. 2. We plan to help with the 
Goodhue County Christmas Project. We will be updating the FLCW Booklet for 2024. Looking for volunteers 
to help decorate the church on Thursday, November 30 at 2 PM for the Christmas season.  
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Worship/Evangelism –Assisted in planning Advent Worship, gospel of Mark. Advent starts Dec. 3. Will ask 
for families to light Advent candles. Will assist in the kitchen for the Nov. 19 Intergenerational Sunday 
school. Dec. 17, Christmas Story worship service. Bryana is looking for readers. Need Confirmation 
acolytes on Sunday mornings. Pastor will talk to kids and parents on this. Committee Votive cleaning-Nov. 
19 after potluck.                  
  

Property and Management - determined that a Handrail is needed in the front of church to assist those 
using the alter area. Council consensus was to go forward on the handrail. Snow removal for upcoming 
season in place for now including committee members Troy Estrem and Dan Lexvold as well as Randy 
Eggert. Discussed the want/need of a utility shed on church property. Motion to approve up to $20,000 for 
Property and Management to acquire a storage shed, Tammy/Erica/passed. There’s a suggestion to re-
establish the answering machine to take calls/messages when the church office is unattended. Council 
agreed there is a need and asked P&M to secure a new phone with an answering machine.                                            
  

Stewardship -no report. Prayerfully consider serving on Stewardship Committee. 
  

Youth and Education – Ditch cleaning was cancelled due to cold/wet weather. Will reschedule in spring. 
Sunday school volunteer teachers needed. Parents will be asked to help assist with crafts /activities. Class 
time will be 30 minutes starting Jan. 7. In Jan. lessons will follow the Sunday morning sermon text. Luke 
Cordes and Elsie Braaten will be attending with area church youth, a group, the National Youth Gathering. 
No Sunday school Nov. 26. Sunday school Christmas shop is Dec. 10. More items needed especially for 
men. Asking 7th-12th grade volunteers to help with the shoppers. Living Nativity on Dec. 17. Will fill 
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes on Nov. 12. 16 boxes were filled and delivered. 
  

KAIC-need another member from First to serve on this committee. Intern Brittany will be at our church 
Wednesdays from noon to 5:30 (except the 3rd Wednesday). Brittany will be preaching on November 26 
and will start homebound visitations. By supporting Brittany we are investing in the Intern process to lift up 
students who will be our future pastors. 
  

Endowment-1 application for scholarship was approved. ELCA Mission Investment Fund CD was reinvested 
for 3 yr. @ 4.95 APY. Next meeting will be January 3, 2024. 
  

Long Range Planning/-Personnel Committee-did not meet 
  

*Reminder to the committees to start working on end of the year reports for the annual meeting in 

January. Type your report in “Word” format New Times Roman size 12.* 

 
Next Meeting: December 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. Please note the earlier time.  
Devotions: Tammy 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn, Carmen/Chris/passed   Time: 9:30 p.m. 
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carmen Nesseth, Secretary 

 
 

 

 

BEAU CHANT COMMUNITY CHOIR, A CERTIFIED NON-PROFIT GROUP FROM FARIBAULT 
WILL PRESENT A CONCERT AT HOLDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ON SATURDAY DECEMBER 9 AT 2 PM 
FREE WILL OFFERING - DESSERT & COFFEE SERVED AFTER CONCERT 
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3  Advent 1 

 

9   Worship 
10  Sunday School 
10  Coffee 
10:30    FLCW  
             Board  
  

4 
 

5 6 
 
6  Wed Worship 
6:30  Confirmation 

7 
 
 
7   AA 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
Christmas 
In Kenyon 
Movie Nite 
6:30-8:30 

10  Advent 2 
 

9   Worship 
10  Sunday School 
Chr Shopping 
10  Coffee  
  
 

11 
 
1:30 Literary 
        Guild 

12 
 
 

13   
 
6  Wed Worship 
6:30  Confirmation 
  

14 
 
1  LOVE DAY 
5:30 – 9  Sons 
      of Norway 
7   AA 
 

15 16 

17 Advent 3 
 

9   Worship— 
Sun School Nativity 
during worship 
  
 

18 19 20 
 
6  Wed Worship 
NO  CONFIRMATION 

6:30  COUNCIL 

21 
 
 
 
7  AA 

22 23 
 

24 Advent 4 

CHR EVE SERVICE 

 
NO 9 AM SERVICE 

4 pm Chr Eve 
Candlelight Serv. 
10  Coffee   
  

25 
    CHR. DAY 

26  27 
 
NO WED WORSH 
NO CONFIRMATION 

 

28 
 
 
7  AA 

29 30 
 

31 1st Sun aftr Chr. 

 

9   Worship 
No Sun.School 
10  Coffee   
 

JANUARY 1 
 

NEW YEARS 
DAY 

JANUARY 2 
 

JANUARY 3 
 

NO Wed Worship 
NO Confirmation 
 

JANUARY 4 
 

JANUARY 5 
 

JANUARY 6 
 

EPIPHANY 

                                                ANNUAL MEETING DATE:  January 28, 2024 
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 FOREST STREET, KENYON, MN  55946 

PHONE: 507-789-5261 

E-MAIL:  firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  flckenyon.org 
 

 

December 
 N E W S L E T T E R 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Your  little ones dear LORD are we 
And come your lowly bed to see; 

Enlighten ev’ry soul and mind, 
That we the way to you, may find. 

ELW  286 
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