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Dear Friends in Christ, 

            Here we are at the beginning of another new year.  It seems this is a time in which 
many of us engage in a little reflecting on what was, as well as doing some planning, 

dreaming, and hoping for what will be in the future. 
  

            For most of us, this past year has been one of joys and celebrations, as well as 

struggles and sorrows.  Yet through it all, God's presence is always with us.  As God's love 
and grace continue to come to us each day; no matter what we face, we grow in our faith and 

we discover what it means to be a child of God.  
  

            We enter this coming year as the children of God, loved by God.  Whatever the next 
year holds for us, we can count on God being at our side.  As the children of God, we can also 
bring this good news to others through our gifts from generous hearts.  You have a partner-

ship with ministries in your financial support and with your hands.  You have energy and 
vitality as a congregation to be a beacon of light to the world and to bring hope.  We can let 

the people around us know that God is with them and God loves them. 
  

            During the season of Epiphany we celebrate the fact that Christ is the light of the 
world, and that light gives us hope.  Matthew’s story of the Wisemen traveling to the baby 
Jesus guided by the star is the beginning of the season of Epiphany:  

  “In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, Wisemen 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’  When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh” (MATTHEW 2:1-

12).  Throughout Epiphany we discover how Christ is the light and hope of the world for all 

nations and all people. 
  

            As we ring in the New Year, we are reminded of how far we have come over the last 

year and how far we have to go.  We pray that God's grace and peace will be a part of our 
celebration during these Holy Days of Christmas and into the New Year.  We pray for the 

presence of Christ, Immanuel, "God with us," to be a part of each of our days in this coming 
New Year. May the blessings of God be yours and may the peace of our Lord be with you 

always. 
  

Thank You...Thank you to everyone for a wonderful welcome this 
fall, for the goodies and gifts, the warm and wonderful hospitality and 

prayers that we have been blessed with this Christmas season. We thank 
you, and we give thanks to God for all of you. 
  

Many Blessings, Pastor Kris, Pastor Krista, Rachel and Luke 
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GOODHUE COUNTY CHRISTMAS PROJECT PICTURES.  On December 17 Christmas gifts found 

under our Christmas Trees were gathered into 4 large bags and delivered after worship. 

                                         

 

FLC TRANSITION TEAM   
The Transition Team, is tasked with creating the church profile used in planning for the next pastor.  

To do so, surveys were made available through e-mails (paper copies available at church) so that 
each household member (8th grade or older) can have a voice.  All input will be anonymously 

aggregated with the other data collected.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SMG5RCY 

If you have not yet filled out a survey, please do so SOONEST! 

PLEASE COMPLETE ELECTRONICALLY OR HAND IN YOUR PAPER VERSIONS  N O W ! 
If you have already submitted your survey –THANK YOU !   

           FLC Transition Team 

 

Intern Brittany. . . 
Happy New Year to everyone! I hope your new year is off to a great start 

and that you had a wonderful Christmas! I did a drawing for my internship 

project that assigned each station to the different churches in the 

internship program. There are a lot of moving pieces to this project and 

with only three months until the art pieces/service will be shown I want to 

give lots of time for planning and work. If you missed the video, you may view it on the K-W 

Area Church Collaboration Facebook page. 
 

Station 1- Jesus is condemned to death (Vang) 

Station 2- Jesus takes up his cross (Dale) 

Station 3- The cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene (Holden) 

Station 4- Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem (Gol) 

Station 5- Jesus is stripped of his Garments (Grace) 

Station 6- Jesus is nailed to the cross (Intern Brittany) 

Station 7- Jesus dies on the cross (Trinity) 

Station 8- Jesus is laid in the tomb (First) 
 

intern.kaic@gmail.com, call or text me at (570) 601-7131. 
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First Ev Lutheran Church Council Minutes  December 20, 2023 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Welcome and Call to Order: President Chris 
Present: Chris Cordes, Erica Aronson, Tammy Fletcher, Carmen Nesseth, Cora Lee Monroe, 
Candy Herrlich, Mason Torgeson, Brad Nesseth, Bryanna Lothert, Pastor Kris Ferkin. 
Devotions: Tammy-Luke 17:26-this time of year we are all busy with everyday life, but we need to 
set aside our business to look for the Christ in Christmas. 
Approve Agenda:   Motion to approve Erica/Carmen/Approved. 
Secretary's Report: Correspondence: ELCA World Hunger/Lutheran World Relief, All Seasons 
Community Services Thank You, Sons of Norway Thank You with a donation for use of church. 
Motion to approve minutes as printed, Cora Lee/Erica/Approved. 
Treasurer's Report:  The trend in giving has been on a downward non-sustainable trend. We  
have our commitment to the SE General Benevolence that has not been paid. Money that has 
come in for General Benevolence has gone to Missionary Sponsorship. Motion to pay the $12,000 
ELCA General Benevolence to the Synod out of Budget Reserve by Candy/Carmen/Approved. 
Checking Balance through November $7,603.10. Memorial checking $525.  Motion to approve 
treasurers report Carmen/Brad/Approved. 
 

Continuing and New Business: 
1. 2024 Budget Proposal-Tammy presented the proposed budget. There was much discussion on 
benevolence, missionary support and special interest giving. In order to realistically stay within 
budget/pay our bills $10,800 was cut from Benevolence/special interests. For General, a decrease 
of $34,255.  Motion to accept the 2024 proposed budget by Candy/Erica/Approved. 
2. Transition team Update-Survey Monkey emailed out/hard copies available. 44 responses to 
date. Members on the transition team were each given an area from the Ministry Site Profile to 
work on. Will have the church office email reminders to members to please fill this out. 
3. Tech team update: Camera stabilizer for balcony-postponed until it has been secured.  Margaret      
Lerfald has agreed to be our new live stream set up/Church Web page tech. 
4. Nomination Committee update-still calling members. Thank you to those who have said yes! 
 

Reports: 
Youth Rep Report:  Choir concert was Dec. 12.  Christmas school break starts Dec. 22. 
 

Pastor's Report: worship services-4 Sunday, 4 Wednesday, 1 Ordination (Kris Kincaid), 2 funerals-
1 (Marcy Kvittem), 1 nonmember. 4 confirmation 7th & 8th grade classes started, 12 funeral 
consultations, 6 office, 5 counseling/Bereavement, 4 pastoral visits. 1 Council, Transition, KAIC, 
CRC, Worship, EDYOU, interim Ministry Colleague, 3 staff & text study meetings. Total 
mileage=339.  Motion to pay the 339 mileage by Tammy/Cora Lee/Approved. 
 

FLCW-distributed our end of the year funds, shopped for much needed items for KWMHS and 
KWES schools which were part of our disbursement, participated in the Goodhue Co. Christmas 
Project.  The toys were brought from Red Wing from the Toys for Tots project.  We fulfilled the 
suggested list for toys and clothing for the 4 children and the 2 adults received gift cards.  The 4 
large bags were delivered on Dec. 17th. Cora Lee has resigned as co-chair but will assist in all 
areas as needed.  Candy would love to have a co-chair.  Sherry S. is the secretary. We will be 
developing a 2024 FLCW book and focus on more sharing of ideas and activities. We served Sid 
Strandemo’s funeral – 110 planned & served. Discussion on poinsettias for Christmas Eve.  
 

Worship/Evangelism – Assist planning worship for January and February/needs for setting up 
Christmas Eve service--deferred as Pastor Kris not in attendance. Possibly have the Pastor 
request confirmation students as acolytes for Sunday morning church. Unsure of committee’s role 
with ushers. Discussed ways to improve communication between committees. Encourage 
members to read newsletter and if there are questions to reach out to specific committees. Tanya 



will check with property and management regarding speaker in kitchen not providing adequate 
sound during service, the need for instruction on how to turn elevator on, need for pocket talkers 
(device to assist the hard-of-hearing). Use of Google docs in relation to committee roles and 
possibly share with others (Tanya will resend). Evangelism- ideas discussed included a Bible 
study, movie night and assisting shut ins.  Committee will reach out to this community via phone 
calls in January to determine how we can support them. Discussed reaching out to congregation 
members with notes of appreciation/ support.  
 

Property Management - Outdoor storage shed now in place. Handrail at steps leading to the 
chancel to be installed this week. 
 

Stewardship - no report 
 

Youth and Education – Intergenerational Jeopardy- Nov. 19, went well, attendance down. One 
youth assisted with Christmas decorating. December 9th-FLC hosted Family movie night 6-8:30 
pm (purchased movie copyright license for $300/1 year). December 10th--Annual Christmas 
Shopping. Thanks to all the volunteers for making this possible. December 17th Christmas 
Story/Live Nativity, Luke and Oliver were readers. No Sunday school on December 24 and 31. 
Starting in 2024 Sunday school curriculum will follow the Spark Lectionary year, purchased online 
subscription for 1 year/purchased curriculum. Class time will be 30 minutes. Volunteers needed to 
help teach, lead and oversee arts/crafts. Globe offering will be disbursed the end of May. Possible 
winter Service Project ideas were discussed (Jan-Feed my Starving Children, Feb-Food Shelf 
themed bags/intergenerational activity, Lenten Soup suppers, March-Escape room with 7th-12th 
grades, April-Ditch clean up, May-Carmel roll fundraiser/last day of Sunday school). 
 

KAIC-April 7 is the annual KAIC Fundraiser. Intern Brittany has office hours at First on the 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday.  Her ministry focus for First is “Visitation/Pastoral Care/Office Hours. Please 
contact Intern Britany to set up a time for a visit: intern.kaic@gmail.com, call or text (570) 601-7131 
 

Endowment/Long Range Planning/-Personnel Committee-did not meet 
  

Next Meeting: January 17, 2024 at 7:45 p.m.   
Annual meeting:  Sunday, January 28 
Devotions: Carmen 
 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn Brad/Cora Lee/Approved  Time: 8:35 p.m. 
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carmen Nesseth, Secretary 
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You show me the path of life.   

   In your presence there is 

     fullness of joy 
                   PSALM 16:11 
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JANUARY REMINDERS 
You can do anything, but not everything at the same time. 

You don’t have to figure everything out. 
Restart as many times as needed. 

Your inner peace is too expensive to be sacrificed. 
Do more of what makes you forget about time. 

OUR MINDFUL LIFE 
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