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NEWSLETTER OF FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH – KENYON, MN 

 
 

            February 
 

 

USE SIGN UP SHEET FOR THIS Recommended Lenten READ 

OR LEAVE Your NAME W/CHURCH OFS – Cost $8  

Home Is Where My People Are: The Roads That Lead Us to Where We Belong 

                            Sophie Hudson, Author 

 

All roads lead to home. It’s easy to go through life believing that we can 
satisfy our longing for home with a three-bedroom, two-bath slice of the 

American dream that we mortgage at 4 percent and pay for over the 
course of thirty years. But ultimately, in our deepest places, we’re really 

looking to belong and to be known. And what we sometimes miss in our 
search for the perfect spot to set up camp is that wherever we are on 
the long and winding road of life, God is at work in the journey, 

teaching us, shaping us, and refining us ― sometimes through the most 
unlikely people and circumstances.  

At the end of the day, it’s not the address on the front door or even the name on the 
mailbox that says home, but the people who live and laugh and love there, wherever there 

might happen to be. 
 

                                Lenten Worship 2024 
            SOUP SUPPERS 5:30 to 6:15       WORSHIP 6:15  
 

Signs of Lent are EVERYWHERE. The Series is based on the concept of road signs 
and how their messages apply to our life in Christ during the season of Lent: U-Turn, 
Stop, Merge, Yield, One Way, Dead End.  
   

   
  
    
  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEB. 14 - U-TURN 

Ash Wednesday: (Upstairs) 

We are reminded to make a U-Turn, 

turning away from our sins and turning 

back to God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

FEB. 21 - STOP (Downstairs)  

We remember how Peter tried to put 
a Stop sign in front of Jesus on his 
way to the cross. But Jesus helped 
him (and us) to see that he could only 
stop when he reached the cross to 
save us all.  

 

FEB 28 - MERGE  
(Downstairs)  

We are reminded to merge 
our lives with the story of 
salvation that began in the 
Garden of Eden, continued 
with the Children of Israel at 
Passover and revealed in the 
sacrifice of the promised 
Messiah 

  

MAR 6 – YIELD 
(Downstairs)  
We are reminded to 
yield to the Father’s will 
for us in our lives, just as 
Jesus yielded to his will 
when he prayed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, 
“Not my will, but yours 
be done.” 

 

MAR 13 - ONE WAY  (Downstairs) 

We are reminded that there is only 

One Way to God and only one name 

by which we can be saved. That Way, 

and Name, is Jesus 

MAR 20 - DEAD END  (Downstairs) 

 We are reminded that, unlike other 
paths in life, Jesus is not a dead end, 
but a start to life everlasting.  

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6851406.Sophie_Hudson
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

Lent this year is about the earliest it can be and so it would seem the weather is playing its 

part in keeping us guessing as to when spring will be sprung.  But I am reminded of the ritual of the 

season in its mysterious way, which seems to match those of the spiritual journey we take.  We will 

have the season of Valentines Day, and St. Patrick’s Day and Easter Sunday and during this in-

between time we enter into the journey with Jesus for 40 days of the what the church calls the 

Lenten season.  We begin this season with Ash Wednesday.   

 

“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.” 

These powerful words are recited each year as the imposition of ashes is applied to our 

bodies in the form of a cross.  The shape of the ashes upon our foreheads declares that God sent 

the son to die in our place and they are the signs of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that 

only the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ gives us eternal life.  It is through this declaration we are 

set free from sin, death and the things which plague our very existence here on earth.  We become 

unfettered through the sign of the cross to go and proclaim the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s love 

to the world around us and prompt us to make a difference in places broken and hurting.   

 

This deep unbinding of the brokenness in our hearts, from the broken relationships, hurts, 

injury and missed opportunities, is where God’s love comes.  Jesus calls us into a conversation 

about how we are to respond to what God has done for us.  When we’re anxious, worried, stewing, 

angry or afraid about things we have no control over like death, forgiveness of sins, fear, nasty 

gossiping, fussy tediousness, intolerance, age-old resentments, and the list could go on and on.  

The unbinding of the love of God is freedom in Christ, by first unbinding us from all these fears and 

whatever else holds us from being all we can be for God.  Through the signs of the cross on our 

foreheads, we remember whose we are, God’s children.  We become living signs of God’s love in 

the world.   

 

This Lenten season you are invited to the practice of prayer through the Signs of Lent 

series.  Over these next 40 days we will take seriously our relationship with the one who formed us 

out of the dust and cares for us so much to not even spare the one and only son.  At the end of the 

40 days you will not be the same as when you began in your relationship with God and with one 

another.  You are invited to find a prayer partner, to see what God will do and receive a new 

perspective on your faith journey.  Come and see with your heart where God is leading you and 

what God is up to… 

 

On the Road together in Christ,  

Pr. Kris D. H. Ferkin 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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First Ev Lutheran Church Council Minutes  -   January 17, 2024 @ 7:45 PM 
 

Welcome and Call to Order: President Chris 
Present: Chris Cordes, Carmen Nesseth, Tammy Fletcher, Tanya Short, Brad Nesseth,  
Candy Herrlich, Ross, Pastor Ferkin 
Devotions: Carmen- Psalm 80:7-15, in these troubled times we need to remember we are made in 
the image of God, he will sustain us, we must love others as God loved us. 
Approve Agenda: Additions to the agenda: 1. Annual Report/Meeting 2. Membership List update. 
Motion to accept the agenda as amended, Carmen/Tammy/Pass.  
Secretary's Report: Correspondence: Thank You’s from Four Season’s Food Shelf, Kenyon 
Cemetery and ELCA.  Approved Secretary report as printed Brad/Tanya/Pass. 
Treasurer's Report:  $9,715 was transferred from undesignated to pay the bills. Current expenses 
exceed current income by approximately $16,000. This is not a sustainable budget. We are 
grateful for end of the year giving. Checking Bal $11, 20.91. Memorial Checking Balance $525.  
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report Carmen/Tanya/Pass. 
 

Continuing and New Business: 
1. Transition Team Update-The Ministry Site Profile is moving along. Goal for date of completion is 
Feb. 15. Need to secure the list of Call Committee members. Following the annual meeting Harris 
will go over the results of the survey that the congregation filled out. 
 

2. Need: speaker for front of church where there is a dead space in the chancel. Also, check out 
the portable mic that Pastor is using. Request for hearing devices to aid in hearing the service. 
Property/ 
Management will check into these three issues. Motion to authorize P/M up to $2,000 to spend if 
needed, Tammy/Tanya/Pass. 
 

3. Worship when weather is bad-The consensus is to have worship but we ask members to use 
their best judgement and be safe if the weather is bad. Annette will put this in the e-news. 
 

4. Annual Report-2023/Meeting- report is done and will be emailed to members this week. Meeting 
to be held in the Fellowship Hall following worship on Jan. 28, 2024. 
 

5. Membership List update- this needs to be a part of an annual review of members as stated in 
the constitution with a letter going out to members. Stewardship committee to work on this. 
 

Pastor's Report:  5 Sunday/3 Wednesday worship, 1 funeral, 5 counseling/bereavement, 3 
pastoral, 6 office visits. 4 Children’s Message, 2 confirmation classes. 3 text studies, 3 staff 
secretary, 1 meeting each of Council, Transition, KAIC, Advent worship w/Bishop, Cannon River 
Conference and EDYOU. Total of 343 miles. Motion to pay mileage, Candy/Tanya/pass. 
  

Youth Rep. Report: Ross is in band and basketball. He played brass with his dad and brother at 
Christmas Eve worship. Thank you Ross for sharing your musical gift with the congregation.  
  

Committee Reports:  
FLCW- Charitable distributions sent and “thank you” notes are being received. Annual Report 
handed in for FLCW and Love Day. Working on the 2024 booklet. The big change will be everyone 
under one title called Action Committee. 
  

Worship/Evangelism –Pastor Ferkin shared a list of names and phone numbers of homebound 
members asking the committee to call a few families to see what members may need and report 
back to pastor. “Signs of Lent” was selected for the topic of Lenten services. 6:15 pm Ash 
Wednesday Service will be held upstairs after the 5:30 Soup Supper. After that, Lenten worship 
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will be held downstairs at 6:15 after soup suppers. Asking for adult readers each week. This will be 
added to volunteer book. The team reviewed the congregation survey, emails from Transition 
Team and article from Pastor. Discussed the need for Organ repair.  
 

Youth and Education – Year end report and Youth Budget completed. Effective January 7th 
Sunday School will be 30 minutes. Ongoing need of volunteer/volunteers to teach and or assist 
with Sunday school. Upcoming activities:  Feb. 14 Ash Wed. Worship and Lenten soup suppers. 
Confirmation and high school youth encouraged to participate. February 25 - Intergenerational 
Activity, where we will pack birthday bags for local food shelf…Cake mix, candles, balloons, etc. 
asking for donations from Congregation. March: 7-12th grade Escape room at church. More info 
forthcoming. Palm Sunday Brunch Jr/Sr assist with serving, bussing tables and dishes. April 21, 
ditch clean up, open to all members of FLC.  alternative date of April 28th. Pizza Lunch will follow 
back in the fellowship hall. May 5, end of year “party” Belle Creek roller rink, 11-2 pm, walking 
tacos provided at roller rink. All are welcome. Mother’s Day May 12th, Carmel roll fundraiser and 
Senior Recognition Sunday. Summer activities, pool party, 2024 New Orleans ELCA Youth 
Gathering, Bible School. More info will be coming in a future date. 
 

Endowment- Reviewed the annual report. No new applications for funds. Thank you to the Marcy 
Kvittem Family for the generous donation to the Endowment Fund. Pastor Ferkin shared with the 
committee ideas of how we can build our Endowment fund bigger through estate planning; Legacy 
Giving, through Trusts, Annuities and our Wills. 
 

Property and Management - did not meet  
Stewardship-did not meet 
KAIC-no report 
Long Range Planning/-Personnel Committee-did not meet 
 
Next Meeting: February 21, 2024       7:00 p.m.  
Devotions: Brad 
 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn, Tanya/Tammy/Pass  Time: 9:10 P.M. 
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carmen Nesseth, Secretary 
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February
  

 

    1 
 
7 AA 

2 
 

3 

4   5 aftr Epiph 

 
9  Worship 
10  Sun.School 
10  Coffee 
 
 
 
 

5 6 
 
 
 
5:30 Worsh/ 
Evangelism 

7 
 
6      WedWorsh 
6:30 Confirmation 
6:30 Ed You 
 
 

8 
 
1  Love Day 
7 AA 
 

9 10 
8-11 am 
KW Choir 
Waffle 
Fundraiser 

 

12 pm  
Lila Cole 
Funeral 

 

11  Transfiguration 

 

9  Worship 
10  Sun.School 
10  Coffee 
 

2  Cannon Rvr 
Conference 
 
 

12 13 14  Ash Wed 

 

5:30 Soup Supper 
6:15 AshWedWorsh 
           UPSTRS  

15 
 
7 AA 
 

16 17 

18  Lent 1 

 

9  Worship 
10  Sun.School 
10  Coffee 
 
 
 
 

19 20 
 
7 KAIC 

21  Lent 1  
 
5:30 Soup Supper 
6:15 LentenWorsh 
               DWNSTRS 

7   Council 

22 
 
1  Love Day 
7 AA 
 

23 24 

25  Lent 2 

 

9  Worship 
10  Intergeneration 
      Activity 
10  Coffee 
 
 
 
 
 

26 27 28  Lent 2 

 

5:30 Soup Supper 
6:15  Worship 
               DWNSTRS 

29 
 
7 AA 

  

 

 

GOD so loved the world that he gave his 

only SON so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. 

JOHN 3:16 
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 FOREST STREET, KENYON, MN  55946 

PHONE: 507-789-5261 

E-MAIL:  firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  flckenyon.org 
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KINDNESS is like SNOW 

it beautifies everything it covers 
KAHUL GABRAN 
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